STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-865
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON
Decenmber 15, 1998

MAI NE PUBLI C SERVI CE COVPANY ORDER GRANTI NG MOTI ON TO
Annual | ncrease Under Rate EXTEND RSP DEADLI NE FOR
Stabilization Plan ANNUAL | NCREASE

WELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT and DI AMOND, Conmi ssi oners

In this Order we grant Maine Public Service Conpany’s Mdtion
to permt its annual price change to take effect on April 1, 1999
rather than February 1, 1999. W also, at this tinme, nodify our
Order in Docket No. 95-052 and extend the term of the Conpany’s
Rate Stability Plan by one additional nonth.

On Novenber 13, 1998, Maine Public Service Conpany (MPS or
t he Conpany) submtted its annual price change filing pursuant to
the Conpany’'s Rate Stability Plan (“RSP’) approved by the
Comm ssion in Maine Public Service Company, Proposed Increase in
Rates, Docket No. 95-052, Order Approving Stipulation (Rate
Case/ Rate Pl an) (Me. PUC, Novenber 30, 1995). As part of its
Novenber 13th rate plan subm ssion, the Conpany filed a notion to
amend the Comm ssion’s original order in Docket No. 95-052 to
permt this year’s Rate Stability Plan increase to becone
effective on April 1, 1999 rather than on February 1, 1999. The
extension will allow the Comm ssion to decide the Conpany’s
proposed generation asset sal e case, Docket No. 98-584, prior to
the inplenentation of this year’s annual Rate Stabilization Pl an
rate change. According to the Conpany, a favorable decision in
the asset sale case would allow the Conpany to delay at | east
part of this year’s authorized rate increase.

The Conpany’s extension request is nade subject to the
condition that the Conpany be permtted to collect in rates the
full amount to which it would have been entitled had the rate
i ncrease been effective February 1, 1999 if the proposed sal e of
its generation assets is not approved in Docket No. 98-584. The
Conpany al so requests in its notion that the termof the Rate
Stability Plan be extended by one additional nonth, or until
February 29, 2000, to coincide with the scheduled start of retai
conpetition for generation services in Miine. The Conpany’s
notion i s unopposed by the Public Advocate, the only other party
inthis matter.
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We find that the Conpany’s requests are consistent with the
interests of the Conpany’s ratepayers and al so provide certain
adm ni strative benefits. The Conpany’s notion is, therefore,
granted. Qur approval in no way constitutes an approval of the
rate increase clained due by the Conpany or a determ nation of
t he amount of the increase to go in effect on April 1, 1999.
These matters will be addressed in our final order in this
docket, which will now be issued in March, 1999.

Accordingly, we
ORDER

1. That the effective date of the annual rate change under the
Conmpany’s Rate Stabilization Plan, approved by the Conm ssion in
Docket No. 95-052, is extended from February 1, 1999 to April 1
1999.
2. The expiration date of the Conpany’s Rate Stabilization Plan
is extended by one nonth from January 30, 2000 to February 29,
2000.

Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 15th day of Decenber, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COWM SS| ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COW SS|I ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Nugent
Di anond

COWM SSI ONER ABSENT: Wl ch
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NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL

5 MR S. A 8 9061 requires the Public Utilities Comm ssion
to give each party to an adjudicatory proceeding witten notice
of the party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at
t he concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of
revi ew or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an
adj udi catory proceeding are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order nay be
request ed under Section 1004 of the Conmm ssion's Rul es of
Practice and Procedure (65-407 C MR 110) within 20 days of
the date of the Oder by filing a petition with the

Comm ssion stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is
sought..

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion nay be
taken to the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date
of the Order, a Notice of Appeal wth the Adm nistrative
Director of the Comm ssion, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320
(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Cvil Procedure, Rule 73 et
seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or

i ssues involving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates may
be had by the filing of an appeal with the Law Court,
pursuant to 35-A MR S. A § 1320 (5).

Not e: The attachnent of this Notice to a docunent does not
indicate the Commi ssion's view that the particul ar docunent
may be subject to review or appeal. Simlarly, the failure
of the Comm ssion to attach a copy of this Notice to a
docunent does not indicate the Comm ssion's view that the
docunent is not subject to review or appeal.



